Disconnect between productivity and a typical worker’s
compensation, 1948-2014
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Note: Data are for average hourly compensation of production/nonsupervisory workers in the private
sector and net productivity of the total economy. "Net productivity" is the growth of output of goods and
services minus depreciation per hour worked.

Source: EPI analysis of data from the BEA and BLS (see technical appendix for more detailed
information)
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The gap between productivity and a typical worker’s
compensation has increased dramatically since 1979

Productivity growth and hourly compensation growth, 1948-2021
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Notes: Data are for compensation (wages and benefits) of production/nonsupervisory workers in the
private sector and net productivity of the total economy. “Net productivity” is the growth of output of
goods and services less depreciation per hour worked.

Source: EPI analysis of unpublished Total Economy Productivity data from Bureau of Labor Statistics
(BLS) Labor Productivity and Costs program, wage data from the BLS Current Employment Statistics,
BLS Employment Cost Trends, BLS Consumer Price Index, and Bureau of Economic Analysis National
Income and Product Accounts.
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Note: Data are for average hourly compensation of production/nonsupervisory workers in the private

sector and net productivity of the total economy. "Net productivity™ is the growth of cutput of goods and
semnvices minus depreciation per hour worked,

Source: EP| analysis of data from the BEA and BLS (see technical appendix for more detailed
information)
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The gap between productivity and a typical worker’s
compensation has increased dramatically since 1979

Productivity growth and hourly compensation growth, 1948-2021
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Notes: Data are for compensation (wages and benefits) of production/nonsupervisory workers in the
private sector and net preductivity of the total economy. "Net productivity” is the growth of cutput of
goods and services less depreciation per hour worked.

Source: EPI analysis of unpublished Total Economy Productivity data from Bureau of Labor Statistics
(BL5) Laber Preductivity and Costs pregram, wage data from the BLS Current Employment Statistics,

BLS Employment Cost Trends, BLS Consumer Price Index, and Bureau of Economic Analysis National
Income and Product Accounts.
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The Unofficial Story (red line tracks “Output
Per Hour of All Persons” in nominal dollars)

Nonfarm Business Sector. Compensation per Hour —»
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Source: Bureau of Labor Statistics/Haver Analytics



