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EDITOR’S REMARKS

WHEN MURRAY ROTHBARD FOUNDED the Journal of Libertarian Studiesin
1977, publishing opportunitiesfor libertarian scholarship, especially
radical libertarian scholarship, were even rarer than they are today.
Certainly the intellectua climate was beginning to improve. New
books and conferences, along with the Nobe prizesfor Friedrich A.
Hayek and Milton Friedman, had all combined to give broadly lib-
ertarian approachesa higher academic profile.

But libertarian ideas nonethel esslargely remained an academic
curiosity, something to be mentioned, mischaracterized, and
rebutted in passing, perhapsin a snide footnote (somethingthat is
still true today, though happily to afar lesser extent).

What Rothbard understood, moreover, wasthat evenif the stan-
dard publishing venues in various established fields should grow
more hospitableto libertarian ideas, the movement also needed an
interdisciplinay journa, because the case for a free society depends
upon avariety d different fields.

In Rothbard's vision, libertarianismrepresented not smply aset
d policy proposas, but a wide-ranging and diverse body o socia
theory articulating an integrated understanding  human agency
and socid interaction underlying such policy proposals. That's why
it's the Journal of Libertarian Studies and not just the journa d liber-
tarianism.

As Rothbard wrote in the journal's inaugural issue, libertarian
scholarship consgtitutes'a new and growing interdisciplinary disci-
pline" drawing upon "each d the particular and seemingly isolated
fields that study human action,” including “[p]hilosophy, political
science, economics, history, law, sociology, geography, anthropology,
education, and biology."

For Rothbard, as for his mentor Ludwig von Mises, one could
not hope to understand current political problems without a grasp
d higory, one could not understand history without knowing eco-
nomic theory, one could not understand economic theory without
investigating such philosophical matters as epistemological aprior-
ism and the nature d agency, and so on.

Under Rothbard's editorship until his death in 1995, and under
Hans-Hermann Hoppe's editorshipfor the past ten years, theJLShas
remained true to that mission, publishing cutting-edge articles in
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socid-scientific methodology, class analysis, cultural evolution,
anarchist theories o justice, and other topicsthat crossdisciplinary
boundaries.

The .S has also served the need for avenue that publisheslib-
ertarian scholarly work that is radicad —both in the sense o being
willing to apply principles consistently rather than resting content
with tepid half-measures, and in the sense o seekingfundamental
rather than superficial explanations, exposing the interconnected
nature and underlying causes o social phenomena.

Rather than simply complaining about government regulations,
for example, the 1.S has published articles showing how such regu-
lations have traditionally worked to sustain a régime o military
imperialism and corporate privilege. Rather than arguing for, say,
tax cuts or alower minimum wage, the 1 .S has challenged the very
legitimacy o the state asan institution.

Asmy editorial predecessor Hans Hoppe has noted, " criticisms
o specific government policies or personalities” are ineffective
against the prevailing order unless they address "'the root o the
problem™ by showing how any "particular government failing” is
"symptomaticd an underlying flaw in thevery idead government
itself" (Demoaracy —The Gad That Faled, pp. 93-94).

In the 1978 edition d For A New Liberty, Rothbard argued that
while" persuasionand conversion™ arecrucial to the successd thelib-
ertarian project, the point d libertarian scholarship is not just to edu-
cate others but to educate ourselves;, "continual self-education™
enables libertarian activists to "keep their own ranks vibrant and
hedthy" while at the sametime"refining and advancing™ a*' system-
atic theory™ comparableto Marxism in integrationand scope. "*Liber-
tarianism, whilevital and true," hewrote, " cannot be merely gravenin
stonetablets; it must bealiving theory, advancingthrough writingand
discussion, and through refuting and combatting errorsasthey arise.™

Asincoming editor d the 1.S | am honored and excited to be
ableto continue the tradition that Rothbard and Hoppe have begun.
I can't claimto be aclone d either o them; individuals differ, and
my particular perspective and intellectual heritage are not identical
with anyone elsg's. But | share entirely their commitment to provid-
ing aserious professional venuefor hard-hitting, high-quality schol-
arshipinthefield o radical libertarian studies.

Whilethe journal's vision has been and will remain solidly lib-
ertarian in the Rothbardian tradition, we continue to renounce any
attempt to impose a "party line" on its contributors; scholarship
progresses through civil but vigorous debate, not through confine-
ment in an echo chamber.

As Rothbard noted in hisinaugural editorial, we are interested
in articles that "advance the discipline o libertarianism,” not in
"whether or not the scholar is personally alibertarian.”



EDITOR’S REMARKS — 5

Accordingly, we enthusiastically solicit contributions from
across the ideol ogical spectrum, both within and beyond the liber-
tarian movement. If you think you have something to teach usabout
any aspect o libertarian thought, write it! Submit it! Don't expect to
see the journd's radicalism watered down, however; the point o
reaching beyond the coreisto invigorate the core, not to displaceit.

Inlinewith Rothbard's description d libertarianismas'aliving
theory, advancingthrough. .. refuting and combatting errorsasthey
arise”—andin light o the journal's potential global reach, given its
online availability—we also solicit not only theoretical articles
(though those continue to be our foundation) but, in addition, pieces
that illustrate and apply the theory viaanalysisd current events.

At present, attention to issues o U.S. military policy seems an
especidly pressing need; discussion o that topic has dominated the
libertarian blogosphere, but so far this concern has not been equally
reflected in continuing libertarian academic scholarship.

Other topicsin need o deeper attention and application concern
the relationship between culture and liberty, centralization and
secession, trade and society, the history o ideas, historical origins o
states, private covenants, religion and political change, strategy
toward liberty, the changing ideologies of left and right, the arts,
power-eliteanalysis, the impact d imperialism, the state and intel-
lectuals, and much more.

Thisis an exciting time to be a libertarian scholar. When Roth-
bard founded theJLS, such scholarswere few and far between; par-
ticipants in the 1974 South Royalton conference, for example, have
told me that that event was the first time they'd ever met another
Austrian economist. Today we are everywhere, and the internet
makesit easier than ever to keep in touch and exchangeideas.

Of coursethe growth o statism and militarism continues apace
asweéll; the tares and the wheat grow up together. But at atimelike
the present era, when traditional political alliancesand interpreta-
tions are in disarray, the opportunity for raising the academic pro-
file of the libertarian aternative has never been better. The 1960s,
too, were atime o political confusion, cultural conflict, ideological
disappointment, and an unpopular war; but back then, libertarian
scholars were a tiny remnant, much o their output confined to
mimeographed broadsides o small circulation, and so were unable
to take full advantage o the opportunitiesfor libertarian education
that such a situation offered.

Today our numbersare rapidly growing, and our potential audi-
enceisaswideastheinternet. | hopeyou will join usin making the
Journd d Libertarian Studies the chief academic harbinger o thelib-
ertarian revolution.
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